
An Invitation 
to join the 
ACS
Founded in 1973 by a small group 
of keen statisticians, the Association 
widened its scope in 1993 to include 
the word ‘Historians’ in its title. Now 
an international body represented in 20 
countries, it numbers amongst its members 
most of the world’s leading statisticians 
and several of its most accomplished 
historians and biographers, not to 
mention many county and international 
scorers and a Test cricketer or two.

Our principal purpose has long been ‘to 
promote and encourage research into 
the statistical and historical aspects of 
cricket throughout the world at all levels 
and to publish the findings’. However, 
for many members, their preferred form 
of involvement is to enjoy the fruits 
of others’ researches – to read articles 
in our quarterly journal or to debate 
issues of the day on our email circle.

www.acscricket.com

Message from 
Benedict Bermange, 
Sky Cricket Statistician

Like an entire generation of cricket 
fans, I owe my love of cricket to 
my father’s old metal ‘Owzthat’ 
rollers, with which I could transport 
myself into imaginary matches from 
the comfort of home. Cricket, its 
history and statistics are lovingly 
intertwined, with the best of these 
numbers taking on a meaning more 
than just its simple digits. These 
figures tell stories, and debates 
over their relative merits date back 
to the very cradle of the game.

All this information – and much 
more – is available to members 
of the Association of Cricket 
Statisticians and Historians, whose 
members share a like-minded 
fascination with all things cricket-
related. To discover that we are 
not all geeks in anoraks, I heartily 
recommend joining.

Picture of Benedict Bermange (taken by Sky)

How to join the ACS
Direct Debit/Internet banking payment methods are available at the ACS website 
www.acscricket.com via the link ‘Join the ACS’. If you prefer, please complete this form 
and send it, with a cheque payable to the Association of Cricket Statisticians and Historians, 
to:

Huw Nathan, ACS Membership
36 Runton Road, Poole, Dorset BH12 1NX, England

Title ...............................First Name .....................................................................................

Surname ..............................................................................................................................

Address ...............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

...................................................................Postcode ...........................................................

Country ...............................................................................................................................

Telephone ...................................................Email ................................................................

Please indicate type of membership required (2019/20 rates)

UK Membership n  £29.00*

Overseas Membership n  £34.00*

Junior Membership (under 18) n  £10.00

Date of Birth (if under 18) ....................................................................................................

Total Subscription £ ...........................................................................................................

Signature .............................................................................................................................

Date ....................................................................................................................................

* There is a £2 discount on adult subscriptions if you choose to pay by direct debit.

See the ACS website (www.acscricket.com – Join the ACS) for details. 



Our History & Achievements
When the ACS was formed there was no agreement on 
when first-class cricket began or, indeed, what criteria 
should be applied in classifying the status of early matches. 
Debate still continues – perhaps it always will – but the ACS 
Match Guides are widely accepted as the most authoritative 
declaration on the matter. Moreover, detailed early scores have 
been made more accessible through the publication of our 
Match Scores series.

Members of the ACS have also led the way in establishing 
many hitherto unpublished biographical details of first-class 
cricketers, and the players of many overseas teams and English 
Minor Counties have also been covered in our researches. 

In addition, we have directed our attention to establishing and 
classifying the status of the bewildering array of limited-overs 
matches with their many different formats. The concept of 
List A limited-overs matches, a classification devised by the 
ACS, has now been accepted by the ICC, who regard the 
Association as the leading authority on statistical aspects of 
the game.

The benefits of membership
As part of your membership you receive:

•	 The quarterly ACS journal, The Cricket Statistician.

•	 Access to the full ACS website, which includes the most 
comprehensive and up-to-date listing of cricket records, 
the full text of every edition of the magazine Cricket (1882-
1914), and much, much more.

•	 An annual discount on ACS publications worth £7.

•	 A 33% discount on subscriptions to Cricket Archive.

•	 A chance to engage with a thriving research environment via 
our online members’ area.

•	 An opportunity to apply for research grants, and maybe 
have your research published either in the journal, or online 
on our website, or in a printed book.

•	 A chance to meet and debate with other members at our 
AGM held in March. 

www.acscricket.com

Publications
The ACS publishes a wide range of books every year, covering
a range of topics on cricket worldwide, both statistical and 
historical. In addition to our quarterly journal, we have now 
published over 500 books written or compiled by our members.

Statistical Series include:
ACS Overseas First-Class Annual, the only printed 
record of all overseas scores year by year.

ACS International Cricket Year Book, details of 
every first-class or List A cricketer in the world.

First-Class Counties Second Eleven Annual, greatly 
valued by keen followers of county cricket.

Historical Series include:
Cricket Witness, original books looking at cricket in its social 
or historical context, or in particular places or regions.

Lives in Cricket, which provides biographies for many 
high-class cricketers whose stories have not been 
told before – and some less successful ones too.

In addition to its regular series, the ACS publishes various other  
stand-alone books such as Jeremy Lonsdale’s A Game Taken 
Seriously which examines the foundations of Yorkshire’s 
cricketing power, and Chris Overson’s All Ten, which looks in 
detail at every performance of the ‘all ten’ feat in first-class  
cricket, as well as the online publication of Derek Carlaw’s  
magnum opus A to Z of Kent Cricketers.

We do not neglect the women’s game, as we have also 
published two books on women’s cricket: Women at the Wicket, 
a history of the game in England between the wars, and a 
biography of Enid Bakewell which appears in the Lives in  
Cricket series.

Contact
To contact the ACS, please get in touch with our Membership 
Secretary whose postal address is:

Mr Huw Nathan, ACS Membership
36 Runton Road, Poole, Dorset BH12 1NX, England 
Email: membership@acscricket.com 
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Copies of previous issues of the Year Book  

can be obtained from ACS SALES
Email: sales@acscricket.com  

This Year Book is published by the Association 

of Cricket Statisticians and Historians, an 

international organization with members  

in many countries which play cricket. 

If you want to know more about joining  

the association, please contact the 

Membership Secretary at 
36 Runton Road, Branksome, Poole,  

Dorset  BH12 1NX, England
or e-mail him at  membership@acscricket.comDetails of membership and recent publications can also 

be found on the Association website at

www.acscricket.com  

£32.00

ACS INTERNATIONAL CRICKET YEAR BOOK 2019
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This Annual is published by the Association of 

Cricket Statisticians and Historians, an international 

organization with members in many countries which 

play cricket. If you want to know more about joining 

the association, please contact the 

Membership Secretary at 
36 Runton Road, Branksome, Poole, 
Dorset  BH12 1NX, England
or e-mail him at membership@acscricket.com

Contains the full score of every first-class 

match played in the 2018/19 seasonACS Overseas First-Class Annuals
Still Available

2015
£65.002016
£65.002017
£70.002018
£70.00

(overseas orders please add 30%)“Indispensable to anyone with a serious interest 

in the modern first-class game world-wide” 

David Morgan, ICC President 2008-2010
Copies can be obtained from ACS SALES 

C/O City Press Leeds, St. Ann’s Mill,  

Commercial Road, Kirkstall, Leeds LS5 3AE, England.

Telephone: +44 (0) 113 278 4286 
Email: sales@acscricket.com

£70.00

2019
2019

11TH EDITION
2019

11TH EDITION

Compiled by JOHN BRYANT
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ACS PUBLICATIONS

ACS PUBLICATIONS

ACS
Second Eleven AnnualThe Association publishes this annual giving details  

of the First-Class Counties Second XI Competition, 

the Limited Overs Trophy and the T20 Competition 

with a Who’s Who of cricketers involved.
A small number of back issues of the Second Eleven 

Annual are still available. To see details of their  

availability, as well as further information about all of 

the Association’s other publications, please visit the 

ACS online shop at www.acscricket.com
Copies can also be obtained from:
ACS Sales, The City Press Leeds, St. Ann’s Mill, 

Commercial Road, Leeds LS5 3AE.If you want to know more about joining the  

association, please contact the Membership Secretary at: 

36 Runton Road, Branksome,  
Poole, Dorset BH12 1NX

£13.00

Cover photograph:Paul Walter (Essex CCC)The 2nd XI Player of the Year
Photo courtesy of:Nick Wood, Unshaken Photography  

(Essex CCC)
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The season of 1893 is a great turning point in the history 

of cricket in Yorkshire. Established three decades 

earlier, Yorkshire County Cricket Club won the county 

championship that summer after years of mixed 

performances, disappointments and division. So began 

several generations of sporting success, stretching 

through to the late 1960s. 

This book examines the foundations of that success back 

where it started - in the 19th century. It focuses on the period 

between the opening of the first purpose-built commercial 

cricket ground in Sheffield in 1822 to the early 1890s, when 

the county club was reformed, league cricket took off, and a 

number of great players came to the fore. It considers what 

the game meant to people, how it developed, how local 

clubs were organised and financed, and why some formats 

of the game were more popular than others. It also looks at 

how the best players made it to the county side, examines 

Yorkshire cricket crowds, and considers the role of press 

coverage in popularising cricket. 

It argues that only when the longstanding differences 

between Sheffield, other towns in the West Riding, and 

representatives of clubs in the North and East Ridings were 

resolved did the full potential of Yorkshire cricket emerge. 

This book explains how this long running animosity was, in 

part, due to the varying pace of the game’s growth around 

the county, shaped in turn by significant differences 

in economic development, and by deep pride in local 

cricketing traditions. 

The book describes how people in all parts of Yorkshire 

embraced cricket, and in many different ways provided 

the energy and enthusiasm to create a powerful sporting 

force. Whether setting up or funding clubs, playing and 

watching the game, or nurturing young talent, thousands 

contributed to making cricket popular throughout the 

county. Based on extensive research, this book is the story 

of how, in Yorkshire, cricket truly became ‘A GAME TAKEN 

SERIOUSLY’.

‘A significant piece of original research…

offering us a more rounded and  in-depth 

study of the factors that influenced the 

growth of cricket in Yorkshire than ever 

before.’

Mick Pope, Yorkshire cricket 

researcher/historian and author of 

‘Headingley Ghosts’

A GAME TAKEN SERIOUSLY

THE FOUNDATIONS OF YORKSHIRE’S 

CRICKETING POWER

Jeremy Lonsdale

A
 G

A
M

E TA
K

EN
 SER

IO
U

SLY
                              Jerem

y Lonsdale

Jeremy Lonsdale has been following Yorkshire CCC since the early 1970s.  

His previous cricket book was ‘The Army’s Grace: The life of Brigadier 

General RM Poore’, the record-breaking Hampshire batsman.  

He studied history at  King’s College, University of London.

ISBN: 978-1-908165-71-8
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CRICKET WITNESS 

Whites On Green

A history of cricket at St. Helen’s, Swansea

BOB HARRAGAN &

ANDREW HIGNELL

CRICKET WITNESS 

Whites On Ggreen

A history of cricket at St. Helen’s, Swansea

BOB HARRAGAN & ANDREW HIGNELL

ACS PUBLICATIONS

It’s the only county cricket ground in the United Kingdom where you can 

both see the sea and feel the breeze coming off the adjoining estuary– the 

St. Helen’s ground in Swansea where some memorable days in cricket 

history thrilled the crowds shoe-horned into the tiered enclosures that lined 

the boundaries at one of county cricket’s most idiosyncratic venues. 

It was at the Swansea ground where Glamorgan secured a dramatic two-day 

victory over the 1951 South Africans; where the guile and spin of Johnnie 

Clay confounded and becalmed Australian batting legend Don Bradman; 

where during the late 1940s, John Arlott sat in the BBC radio commentary 

box, alongside Swansea’s favourite son, the famed poet Dylan Thomas; 

where in 1976 West Indian legend Clive Lloyd struck the world’s fastest 

double-hundred; where Matthew Maynard struck an astonishing hundred 

on first-class debut in 1985; where Glamorgan defeated the Australians on 

successive tours in 1964 and 1968, and where - during the latter season - 

Garry Sobers became the first man in cricket history to hit six sixes in an 

over.

This book is the fifth in the highly acclaimed Cricket Witness series and its 

publication, during the summer of 2018, celebrates the 50th anniversary 

of Sobers’ feat at the Swansea ground against the occasional spin of 

Malcolm Nash. Besides recounting all of these feats, and  a number of 

other memorable occasions in cricket history at St. Helen’s, this book also 

traces the creation during the second half of the 19th century of the ground 

– used by Swansea’s cricket and rugby teams – and it’s integral place in 

Welsh sporting history. Lavishly illustrated with many hitherto unpublished 

photographs, this book will appeal to local historians as well as aficionados 

of the summer game, besides showing how popular out-grounds and 

cricket festivals have been in the county cricket calendar.

£18.00
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