
An Invitation 
to join the 
ACS
Founded in 1973 by a small group 
of keen statisticians, the Association 
widened its scope in 1993 to include 
the word ‘Historians’ in its title. Now 
an international body represented in 17 
countries, it numbers amongst its members 
many of the world’s leading statisticians 
and several of its most accomplished 
historians and biographers, not to 
mention many county and international 
scorers and a Test cricketer or two.

Our principal purpose has long been ‘to 
promote and encourage research into 
the statistical and historical aspects of 
cricket throughout the world at all levels 
and to publish the findings’. However, 
for many members, their preferred form 
of involvement is to enjoy the fruits 
of others’ researches – to read articles 
in our quarterly journal or to debate 
issues of the day on our email circle.

www.acscricket.com

Message from 
Benedict Bermange, 
Sky Cricket Statistician

Like an entire generation of cricket 
fans, I owe my love of cricket to 
my father’s old metal ‘Owzthat’ 
rollers, with which I could transport 
myself into imaginary matches from 
the comfort of home. Cricket, its 
history and statistics are lovingly 
intertwined, with the best of these 
numbers taking on a meaning more 
than just its simple digits. These 
figures tell stories, and debates 
over their relative merits date back 
to the very cradle of the game.

All this information – and much 
more – is available to members 
of the Association of Cricket 
Statisticians and Historians, whose 
members share a like-minded 
fascination with all things cricket-
related. To discover that we are 
not all geeks in anoraks, I heartily 
recommend joining.

Photo of Benedict Bermange: Sky.

How to join the ACS
Direct Debit/Internet banking payment methods are available at the ACS website 
www.acscricket.com via the link ‘Join the ACS’. If you prefer, please complete this form 
and send it, with a cheque payable to the Association of Cricket Statisticians and Historians, 
to:

Huw Nathan, ACS Membership Secretary
36 Runton Road, Poole, Dorset BH12 1NX, England

Title ...............................First Name .....................................................................................

Surname ..............................................................................................................................

Address ...............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

...................................................................Postcode ...........................................................

Country ...............................................................................................................................

Telephone ...................................................Email ................................................................

Please indicate type of membership required (2021/22 rates)

Digital Membership n  £25.00*

UK Postal Membership  n  £29.00*

European Postal Membership  n  £29.00*

Rest of the World Postal Membership (all non-European countries) n  £34.00*

Junior Membership (under 18)  n  £10.00

Date of Birth (proof required if under 18) .............................................................................

* There is a £2 discount on all adult digital and postal subscriptions if you choose to pay by direct debit.  
See the ACS website (www.acscricket.com – Join the ACS) for details.

Total Subscription £ ..........................................................................................................

Signature .............................................................................................................................

Date ....................................................................................................................................



Our History & Achievements
When the ACS was formed there was no agreement on 
when first-class cricket began or, indeed, what criteria 
should be applied in classifying the status of early matches. 
Debate still continues – perhaps it always will – but the ACS 
Match Guides are widely accepted as the most authoritative 
statement on the matter. Moreover, detailed early scores have 
been made more accessible through the publication of our 
Match Scores series.

Members of the ACS have also led the way in establishing 
many hitherto unpublished biographical details of first-class 
cricketers, and the players of many overseas teams and English 
Minor Counties have also been covered in our researches. 

In addition, we have directed our attention to establishing and 
classifying the status of the bewildering array of limited-overs 
matches with their many different formats. The concept of 
List A limited-overs matches, a classification devised by the 
ACS, has now been accepted by the ICC, who regard the 
Association as the leading authority on statistical aspects of 
the game.

The benefits of membership
As part of your membership you receive:

•	 The quarterly ACS journal, The Cricket Statistician.

•	 Access to the full ACS website, which includes the most 
comprehensive and up-to-date listing of men’s and women’s 
cricket records, the full text of every edition of the magazine 
Cricket (1882-1914), and much, much more.

•	 An annual discount on ACS publications totalling £8.

•	 A 33% discount on subscriptions to the Cricket Archive and 
CSW cricket databases.

•	 A chance to engage with a thriving research environment via 
our online members’ area.

•	 An opportunity to apply for research grants, and maybe 
have your research published either in the journal, or online 
on our website, or in a printed book.

•	 A chance to meet and debate with other members at our 
AGM held in March either in person (subject to Covid 
restrictions) or by virtual zoom meetings. www.acscricket.com

Publications
The ACS publishes a wide range of books every year, covering 
a range of topics on cricket worldwide, both statistical and 
historical. In addition to our quarterly journal, we have now 
published over 500 books written or compiled by our members.

Statistical Series include:
ACS Overseas First-Class Annual, the only printed 
record of all overseas scores year by year.

ACS International Cricket Year Book, details of 
every first-class or List A cricketer in the world.

First-Class Counties Second Eleven Annual, greatly 
valued by keen followers of county cricket.

Historical Series include:
Cricket Witness, original books looking at cricket in its social 
or historical context, or in particular places or regions.

Lives in Cricket, which provides biographies for many 
high-class cricketers whose stories have not been 
told before – and some less successful ones too.

In addition to its regular series, the ACS publishes various 
other stand-alone books such as Jeremy Lonsdale’s A Game 
Taken Seriously which examines the foundations of Yorkshire’s 
cricketing power, and Chris Overson’s All Ten, which looks 
in detail at every performance of the feat of taking all ten 
wickets in an innings in first-class cricket, as well as the online 
publication of Derek Carlaw’s magnum opus A to Z of Kent 
Cricketers.

We have also published two books on women’s cricket: Women 
at the Wicket, a history of the game in England between the 
wars, and a biography of Enid Bakewell which appears in the 
Lives in Cricket series..

Contact
To contact the ACS, please get in touch with our Membership 
Secretary whose postal address is:

Huw Nathan, ACS Membership Secretary
36 Runton Road, Poole, Dorset BH12 1NX, England 
Email: membership@acscricket.com  
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Copies of previous issues of the Year Book  

can be obtained from ACS SALES
Email: sales@acscricket.com  

This Year Book is published by the Association 

of Cricket Statisticians and Historians, an 

international organization with members  

in many countries which play cricket. 

If you want to know more about joining  

the association, please contact the 

Membership Secretary at 
36 Runton Road, Branksome, Poole,  

Dorset  BH12 1NX, England
or e-mail him at  membership@acscricket.comDetails of membership and recent publications can also 

be found on the Association website at

www.acscricket.com  

£37.00

ACS INTERNATIONAL CRICKET YEAR BOOK 2021
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This Annual is published by the Association of 

Cricket Statisticians and Historians, an international 

organization with members in many countries which 

play cricket. If you want to know more about joining 

the association, please contact the 

Membership Secretary at 
36 Runton Road, Branksome, Poole,  

Dorset  BH12 1NX, England 
or e-mail him at membership@acscricket.com

Contains the full score of every first-class 

match played in the 2019/20 seasonACS Overseas First-Class Annuals
Still Available

2016 
£65.002017 
£70.002018 
£70.002019 
£70.00

(overseas orders please add 30%)“Indispensable to anyone with a serious interest  

in the modern first-class game world-wide” 

David Morgan, ICC President 2008-2010
Copies can be obtained from ACS SALES 

C/O City Press Leeds, St. Ann’s Mill,  

Commercial Road, Kirkstall, Leeds LS5 3AE, England.

Telephone: +44 (0) 113 278 4286 
Email: sales@acscricket.com

£70.00

2020
2020

12TH EDITION

ACS

2020

12TH EDITION

Compiled by JOHN BRYANT
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ACS PUBLICATIONS

ACS PUBLICATIONS

ACS
Second Eleven AnnualThe Association publishes this annual giving details  

of the First-Class Counties Second XI Competition, 

the Limited Overs Trophy and the T20 Competition 

with a Who’s Who of cricketers involved.
A small number of back issues of the Second Eleven 

Annual are still available. To see details of their  

availability, as well as further information about all of 

the Association’s other publications, please visit the 

ACS online shop at www.acscricket.com
Copies can also be obtained from:
ACS Sales, The City Press Leeds, St. Ann’s Mill, 

Commercial Road, Leeds LS5 3AE.If you want to know more about joining the  

association, please contact the Membership Secretary at: 

36 Runton Road, Branksome,  
Poole, Dorset BH12 1NX

£13.00

Cover photograph:Paul Walter (Essex CCC)The 2nd XI Player of the Year
Photo courtesy of:Nick Wood, Unshaken Photography  

(Essex CCC)
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ACS 

PUBLICATIONS

CRICKET WITNESS 

Cricketscapes

The changing geography of cricket in England and Wales

ANDREW HIGNELL

CRICKET WITNESS 

Cricketscapes

The changing geography of 

cricket in England and Wales

ANDREW HIGNELL

ACS PUBLICATIONS

The introduction of The Hundred will herald a totemic shift of emphasis 

in men’s and women’s cricket in England and Wales with professional 

teams, containing stars from all over the world plus the cream of domestic 

talent, representing urban-based franchises and not bearing the name of 

the county in which the city or conurbation is located. Such a shift away 

from using the traditional county name had first been attempted by Dr WG 

Grace with the creation of London County but, in contrast, The Hundred 

is a bold move by the game’s governing body, and reflects trends in T20 

franchises in other countries where teams bear the names of the urban 

agglomerations rather than the state, province or district. 

This fascinating book, the seventh in the Cricket Witness series, looks at 

the rural roots of the game and analyses how the county unit first came into 

being as the County Championship developed during the late nineteenth 

century. It carefully traces the responses by each county team in terms 

of where they staged their home games and it highlights the variety of 

cricketscapes which emerged – urban, suburban, rural, coastal and 

scholastic to name but a few – as well as how county teams developed 

headquarter venues. This book also shows how festival venues, away from 

these headquarters, became both popular and quite expensive as counties 

flew their flag at popular outgrounds. It also shows how, with the advent of 

commercial interests since the 1960s, there has been the erosion to these 

cricketscapes and a contraction in the number of venues as county clubs 

centralised their operations at their headquarters. 

This book concludes by suggesting that the advent of The Hundred, as well 

as other T20 matches, provides an opportunity for county clubs to revisit 

outgrounds and to take the game, which had begun in meadowlands, back 

to its roots and prevent the urban cricketscape from becoming the global 

norm.

£15.00
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PUBLICATIONS

LIVES IN CRICKET 

George Macaulay

The Road to Sullom Voe

GILES WILCOCK

LIVES IN CRICKET 

George Macaulay

The Road to Sullom Voe

GILES WILCOCK

ACS PUBLICATIONS

When George Gibson Macaulay died suddenly while serving in the RAF during the 

Second World War, he was Yorkshire’s fourth highest wicket-taker in first-class 

cricket.  Over eighty years later, he remains in that position but has been largely 

forgotten. Even those who played alongside him seemed slightly uncomfortable 

when remembering him. Why was there so much awkwardness surrounding a man 

who was clearly a gifted cricketer? Why was there an apparent unwillingness to 

discuss the circumstances of his death? Is there any explanation for Macaulay’s 

relatively poor Test record and his seeming lack of opportunity at that level? Why 

did his career go into such rapid decline after 1927 while he was still a fairly young 

man? What went wrong with his benefit match? And why did he have so many 

financial difficulties that he was declared bankrupt in 1937?

The answers to some of these questions lie in the circumstances surrounding his 

death at Sullom Voe on the Mainland of Shetland. The cause was not pneumonia, 

as is often reported, but rather the effects of long-term alcoholism. This book looks 

at how much this might have affected the course of Macaulay’s career and, in the 

end, his life.

£16.00
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