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Founded in 1973 by a small group of 
keen statisticians, the Association 
widened its scope in 1993 to include 
the word ‘Historians’ in its title. Now 
an international body represented 
in 16 countries, it numbers amongst 
its members most of the world’s 
leading statisticians and several of 
its most accomplished historians 
and biographers, not to mention 
many county and international 
scorers and a Test cricketer or two.

Our principal purpose has long been ‘to 
promote and encourage research into 
the statistical and historical aspects of 
cricket throughout the world at all levels 
and to publish the findings’. However, 
for many members, their preferred form 
of involvement is to enjoy the fruits 
of others’ researches – to read articles 
in our quarterly journal or to debate 
issues of the day on our email circle.

It is a scientifically-proven fact that 
cricket is the greatest invention in 
the history of the known universe. 
Furthermore, in this age of inescapable 
falsehood and unremitting 
hogwash, facts are having their 
worst millennium on record. 

What finer organisation to join could there 
be, then, than one devoted to (a) cricket, 
and (b) facts? If you are even slightly 
interested in either, or preferably both, 
of these two great pursuits, the ACS is 
waiting for you, with its community of 
members who have come to the entirely 
correct conclusion that a regular healthy 
dose of cricket statistics and history is 
guaranteed to set you on the path to 
happiness, wisdom and fulfilment. 

AN INVITATION 
TO JOIN THE 
ASSOCIATION
OF CRICKET 
STATISTICIANS 
AND HISTORIANS 

Message from 
Andy Zaltzman 
BBC Test Match Special Scorer 

Picture of Andy Zaltzman (copyright Matt Stronge)
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Since its foundation over 50 years ago, 
the ACS has (among many other things) 

• Produced widely-accepted details 
of which matches, anywhere in 
the world, should be classified as 
‘first-class’, so that all statisticians 
can work from a common base.

• Introduced and defined the ListA 
classification for one-day games, 
which has been endorsed by the ICC.

• Undertaken extensive research into 
the biographies of first-class cricketers, 
which has discovered many new or 
corrected biographical details.

• Published – either in print or online 
– over 600 books covering both 
the statistics and history of cricket. 
These include many substantial 
player biographies, annuals covering 
men’s and women’s cricket and 
Second Eleven cricket in England 
and Wales, and a lot more besides.
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AND ACHIEVEMENTS

ISSUE NO. 197 SPRING 2022 £3.50

The Cricket Statistician

The Journal of The Association of Cricket Statisticians & Historians

ACS 
PUBLICATIONS

LIVES IN CRICKET 

Les Jackson and Cliff Gladwin
Masters of their craft

JOHN SHAWCROFT

LIVES IN CRICKET 

Les Jackson and 
Cliff Gladwin
Masters of their craft

JOHN SHAWCROFT

ACS PUBLICATIONS

Fast bowlers are usually most lethal when they operate in pairs. In county 
cricket, Derbyshire’s Les Jackson and Cliff Gladwin formed the most 
dangerous new ball attack in the County Championship throughout most 
of the 1950s.

Neither were of express pace. Jackson was on the sharp side of fast-
medium with a wicked break back, while Gladwin was an advocate of 
relentless, highly accurate medium paced in-swing delivered to a leg-trap, 
but they remain high in the pantheon of Derbyshire’s impressive line of 
fast and fast-medium bowlers. Products of mining villages, with physiques 
developed by years at the coalface, they earned the respect of their peers.

England’s Test selectors took more convincing in Jackson’s case. That 
he appeared in only two Tests, in 1949 and 1961, is nothing short of a 
scandal, even in an era of fast bowling riches in English cricket. His action, 
while legally without fault, veered on slingy and was not of the textbook, 
which failed to impress the mandarins at Lord’s. Derbyshire folk, and some 
players (Fred Trueman was especially outspoken) put it down to snobbery 
and Les’s mining background. Gladwin played in eight Tests and toured 
South Africa but was just below the high standards demanded at that level, 
where he operated in Alec Bedser’s shadow.

The author John Shawcroft has the advantage of having seen both bowlers 
throughout most of their careers. He has also spoken to many of their 
colleagues down the years and his own memories help flavour a fascinating 
story.
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Heanor-born coalminer and right-arm fast-medium bowler, William 
Bestwick must rank as one of Derbyshire’s most colourful and 
controversial characters. 

In a first-class career that stretched from 1898 to 1925 he took 1,457 
wickets at 21.28 apiece. At Cardiff in June 1921 he became the first 
Derbyshire bowler to take all ten wickets in an innings, and at the age of 
46 he remains the oldest bowler to achieve the feat.

His intemperance was as prolific as his wicket-taking and his almost 
insatiable thirst brought him trouble and conflict both on and off the 
field of play. He was acquitted of a manslaughter charge in early 1907 
following a violent late-night fight with a fellow collier. Derbyshire sacked 
him after the 1909 season, weary of his heavy drinking and unruly 
behaviour. He migrated to South Wales where he played club cricket and 
a few games for Glamorgan prior to the First World War, before a return 
to the Derbyshire ranks in the 1920s and retirement at the age of fifty. 
Thereafter he turned to umpiring and, from 1927 until his death in 1938, 
he stood in over 200 first-class fixtures and in three Test matches – also 
not without incident.

Bill Bestwick is rightly remembered as a rough diamond of county and 
league cricket and, despite his many foibles and failings, he holds a 
unique place in the folklore of Derbyshire cricket.
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What links Wales playing first-class cricket during the 1920s, Denbighshire 
entering the Minor County Championship in 1930 plus the visit that year to 
the UK by a team from Germany? The answer is Gwilym Evans Rowland, 
a Manchester-born businessman who, during the years immediately after 
the Great War, made strenuous efforts to raise the profile of cricket in Wales 
by creating a team which played home internationals against Scotland 
and Ireland as well as playing annually at Lord’s. Based in Colwyn Bay 
in North Wales, Gwilym ruffled a few feathers down south at Glamorgan 
County Cricket Club with his plans, but he had deep enough pockets to 
be able to cover the costs of matches played by the Wales team, as well 
as the all-amateur team called the Welsh Cygnets in which his two sons 
played besides covering the costs of the visit by the United Berlin team 
during the summer of 1930 - the first-ever visit by a German team and 
possibly part of a scheme Gwilym envisaged for broadening the canvas 
of the Home Internationals to include a European element. He also funded 
similar activities in the world of football, especially the amateur game, 
but during the winter of 1931/32 his world came crashing down as his 
business conglomerate - Agricultural and General Engineers - went into 
liquidation, amidst claims of mismanagement and financial wrongdoing. 
This book draws extensively on the private papers and letters of Gwilym 
Rowland and tells the story of his dreams for sport in Wales, besides his 
roller-coaster career as a businessman, a financial guru in the War Office 
and a tax advisor, before the boom turned into bust, with his final years 
as a penniless man in Anglesey whose body was found in a ditch during 
August 1938.
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Class Peace
An Analysis of Social Status and  
English Cricket 1846-1962
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You Can’t Hurry Us 
A History of Cricket 
in Suffolk
Simon Sweetman

Sports stories in Suffolk have tended to be about Ipswich Town or the speedway team, 
the Witches. Both have had their moments of glory but the story of cricket in the county 
is longer. In the early years, Norfolk and Suffolk helped with the game’s development, but 
later both were too far from cricket’s centres of power. A county club took a long time to 
get going, while many early references to teams as ‘Suffolk’ were in fact no such thing. 
Multiple attempts at setting up a county club petered out before the present one was 
formed in 1932. Since then, Suffolk has won the Minor County Championship three times 
outright and shared it once.

This  book covers the background to county cricket in Suffolk from the eighteenth 
century, through progress from two to three-day games, to the adoption of one-day and 
T20 cricket. It also covers the club scene, the start of league cricket and the history of 
women’s cricket in the county. Inevitably, it also covers the social environment and the 
backgrounds of those who played for and ran the county club.

The story includes the famous names who have turned out for the county, from WG Grace 
to a recent England captain’s brother, and how the county’s best signing played over 50 
first-class matches without being on the winning side. But it also tells of how many good 
cricketers preferred the fun and games of country house cricket to the harder work of 
the minor county game.
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The Cricket 
Professionals 
of Oxford
Michael Stimpson

Oxford has a rich cricketing history and this book tells the stories of the professional 
cricketers who have come from the Oxford area over the last two hundred years or so. 
For much of the 19th century, the grounds on Cowley Marsh were at the heart of Oxford 
cricket. Temple Cowley is located adjacent to Cowley Marsh and a number of professional 
cricketers came from that village. These included all types of bowlers, beginning with the 
underarm bowler Peter Bancalari in the 1820s, the fiery roundarm bowler David Burrin in 
the 1850s, and the fast man ‘Brusher’ Rogers at the end of the Victorian era. Come the 
20th century, some fine batsmen emerged from Temple Cowley, with George Brown and 
Johnny Arnold playing for England in the inter-war years. More recently, Oxford-born Jack 
Brooks was a championship winner with Yorkshire. 

As cricket prospered in Oxford, jobs were created in associated professions such as bat 
and ball making. The stories of some of the families involved in these occupations are 
also told in this book, as are the tales of some who moved to the city. Edward Martin came 
from Kent in the 1840s and developed his own cricket ground on the Abingdon Road, 
before disappearing in mysterious circumstances. Elmer Cotton moved from London 
before the First World War and opened what would become an iconic cricket equipment 
shop. In the 1960s, Jamaican-born Rupert Evans arrived; much of the success of cricket 
in Oxford and Oxfordshire over the last 50 years can be traced back to his influence. 
Whether born in, or moving to, the city, all those profiled have made major contributions 
to a compelling cricketing story.
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This Annual is published by the Association of 
Cricket Statisticians and Historians, an international 
organization with members in many countries which 
play cricket. If you want to know more about joining 
the association, please contact the 
Membership Secretary at 
36 Runton Road, Branksome, Poole,  
Dorset  BH12 1NX, England 
or e-mail him at 
membership@acscricket.com

Contains the full score of every first-class 
match played in the 2023/24 season

£65.00
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“Indispensable to anyone with a serious interest  
in the modern first-class game world-wide” 

David Morgan, ICC President 2008-2010

Compiled by 
JOHN BRYANT
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Non-racial first-class matches in 
South Africa 1971/72 to 1990/91

In recent years, the ACS has published a series of books 
containing the printed scores of matches which have not 
previously been readily available in printed form. This, the 
twelfth volume in that series, contains the scorecards of 
the 223 matches played by ‘non-racial’ sides in South Africa 
between 1971/72 and 1990/91, which were granted first-class 
status in the late 1990s. As well as the scorecards, it also 
includes detailed records arising from these matches, and 
biographical details and career records of those who played in 
them.

The book is also a volume in the series ‘The History of South 
African Cricket Retold’, which is being prepared by Professor 
Andre Odendaal in South Africa. Because of the importance of 
these matches to the wider history of cricket in the country, 
this book has been prepared in conjunction with Professor 
Odendaal, and is now published by the ACS in association with 
Cricket South Africa. It includes an important Introduction, 
written by Professor Odendaal, setting out the history and 
significance of the publication of these scores. The book also 
contains messages of support from senior representatives of 
Cricket South Africa.   

This book has been produced by the Association of 
Cricket Statisticians and Historians, an international 
organisation with members in many countries which  
play cricket. 

If you want to know more about joining the Association, 
please contact the MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY at  
36 RUNTON ROAD, BRANKSOME, POOLE,  
DORSET, BH12 1NX, ENGLAND  
or e-mail membership@acscricket.com

CORRECTING THE RECORD

FIRST-CLASS 
MATCHES
Non-racial first-class matches in South Africa 

1971/72 to 1990/91
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This Year Book is published by the Association of Cricket 
Statisticians and Historians, an international organization 
with members in many countries which play cricket.

If you want to know more about joining the association, 
please contact the Membership Secretary at: 
36 Runton Road, Branksome, Poole, Dorset  BH12 1NX, 
England or by email: membership@acscricket.com

Details of membership and recent publications can also be 
found on the Association website at www.acscricket.com 
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Copies of previous issues of the Year Book  
can be obtained from ACS SALES
Email: sales@acscricket.com  

This Year Book is published by the Association 
of Cricket Statisticians and Historians, an 
international organization with members  
in many countries which play cricket. 
If you want to know more about joining  
the association, please contact the 
Membership Secretary at 
36 Runton Road, Branksome, Poole,  
Dorset  BH12 1NX, England
or e-mail him at  
membership@acscricket.com

Details of membership and recent publications can also 
be found on the Association website at
www.acscricket.com 
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The Australian cricket team that flew into London in April 1964 was derided 
as the weakest ever to visit England, yet five months later, it returned home 
with the Ashes, having won a damp and occasionally controversial series. 
Drawing on the recollections of the men who played in the Tests, Brick by Brick 
traces one of the great, forgotten underdog stories of cricket, and explores a 
fascinating, pivotal year, both for the game and for Britain generally. In 1964, 
thirteen years of Conservative government ended, after an election that was 
presented as a choice between a revitalised, modernised country and the 
class-ridden, outmoded shackles of the past. Cricket, it seemed, stood at a 
similar crossroads, having chosen to update itself by abolishing the distinction 
between amateur and professional players, and by introducing one-day 
matches to the professional sport. It was a year in which both life in Britain, 
and the game of cricket, struggled to contain multitudes, striving to advance 
towards a future glittering with wonderful new technologies, while at the same 
time holding fast to all of their ancient traditions. If you were to select a moment 
that captured the excitement and confusion that this approach created, then 
1964 is an excellent place to start.
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As part of your membership you receive:

• The quarterly ACS journal, 
The Cricket Statistician.

• An annual discount on ACS 
publications currently worth £8.

• A 33% discount on subscriptions for the 
CricketArchive and CSW cricket databases.

• A chance to engage with a thriving research 
environment via our online members’ area.

• The right to participate in the 
auctions of cricket books that the 
ACS arranges from time to time.

THE BENEFITS  
OF MEMBERSHIP

How to join the ACS

Membership of the ACS is open to everyone, 
anywhere in the world. Full details of how to join 
are given on our website at www.acscricket.com 
and then follow the link ‘Join the ACS ‘. You will 
see there that your subscription can be made by 
direct debit, or via PayPal, or by debit or credit 
card. 

As you will see, different subscription rates apply 
depending on your age, on where in the world you 
live, and on whether you would prefer to receive 
our Journal and other official papers in hard copy 
or in digital versions.

If you have any queries about joining the ACS, or 
any other questions about the Association, please 
get in touch with our Membership Secretary, Huw 
Nathan, via membership@acscricket.com, or by 
post at 36 Runton Road, Poole BH12 1NX, England.


